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Are you interested in learning how to engage scripture in
a Lutheran Key? With Heart, Mind and Spirit? If you are,
Mid- Winter Convocation 2008 is for you. At Convocation,
pastors, lay leaders, ministry directors, study groups and
congregation members will receive relevant resources
and thought-provoking information.
Gain a deeper understanding of how to engage scripture
from a Lutheran perspective. This conference will give you
background and ideas on how to develop, nurture and affirm
the calling to bring Scripture to your congregation.
Mid- Winter Convocation offers theological enrichment for lay
and ordained ministry leaders and the Christian community.
A national conference, Convocation features scholars and
teachers from Luther Seminary and around the world.
For additional information and updates, visit the
Convocation Web Site at www.luthersem.edu/ convo.
You may also contact us for more information at
651- 523- 1640 or convo@luthersem. edu.
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Convocation Schedule
Wednesday, January 9
9 a. m.- 1 p. m. Registration, Check- In
Olson Campus Center and Resource Fair Open
10 a. m.       Chapel Service with Holy Communion
Mary Hinkle Shore
11: 15 a. m.     Greeting: Richard Bliese, Seminary President
11: 30 a. m.- 12: 30 p. m. Keynote:" Opening Up Scripture to Open Up Lives:
Convictions and Challenges"
Diane Jacobson
12: 30- 1: 30 p. m.      Lunch
1: 30- 1: 45 p. m. Gathering Music
1: 45- 2: 45 p. m.       Keynote:" Law and Gospel Part 1: Making Sense of Life"
Rolf Jacobson and David Lose
2: 45- 3: 15 p. m.       Break
3: 15- 4:30 p. m.       Workshops
4:30- 5: 30 p. m.       Break
5: 30- 6: 30 p. m.       Buffet
7 p. m. Evening Entertainment
Tina and Lena
Thursday, January 10 now
7: 30- 8:45 a. m.       Seminary Relations Breakfast
8 a. m. Registration Desk and Resource Fair Open
Olson Campus Center
9 a. m. Keynote:" Law and Gospel Part II: Making Sense of Scripture"
Rolf Jacobson and David Lose
10 a. m.       Chapel Service
Jim Boyce
10: 30- 11 a. m. Break
11 a. m.- Noon Faithfulness in Ministry Cross Awards
followed by Seminary President' s Forum
Noon- Ip.m.  Lunch
1: 15- 2: 30 p. m. Workshops
2: 30- 3 p. m.  Break
3- 4 p. m.     Keynote:" Bible Reading for the Slow of Heart: How the Apostolic
Reading of Scripture has Opened My Mind"
David Tiede
4- 4:30 p. m.  Presentation:" Led Home by Grace: Art of the Prodigal Son"
Jerry Evenrud and Robert Brusic
5- 6 p. m.     Reception
6 p. m. Reunion Dinners
Classes of 1962, 1967, 1982, 1997, 2002, 2007)
NEW: reunion for all MA graduates
More information available at www.luthersem.edu/ reunion
ria , January 1 ri...:...::..:.:::::::.::::::::::::    ::::::::::::;;::::::::::::::::<
7: 30- 8: 30 a. m.       Centered Life° Breakfast
9- 10 a. m.    Moderated Panel Discussion with all Keynote Presenters,
10 a. m.       Chapel Service with Holy Communion
Craig Koester
11 a. m. Lunch
For more details on the convocation schedule log on to www. luthersem.edu/ convo
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Diane Jacobson
Diane Jacobson came to the Luther Seminary faculty in 1982.
She currently serves as Professor of Old Testament. In August
2007, she was named director of the ELCA' s " Book of Faith"
initiative. Her writings include, A Beginner's Guide to the Bible,
co- authored with Robert Kyser( 1991) and numerous articles on
such topics as wisdom, creation and psalms. In addition, she
has written You are Sanctified in Christ, Called to Be Saints as a part of In Christ—
Called to Witness Bible Studies for the Lutheran World Federation Ninth Assembly in
Hong Kong( 1997). Dr. Jacobson has also written the 1997 Lutheran Woman Today Bible
Study, From Slavery to Service: A Study of Exodus.
Rolf Jacobson
Rolf Jacobson joined the Luther Seminary faculty as Assistant
Professor of Old Testament in July 2003. Jacobson has written
several works that focus on Old Testament theology and the
study of the psalms and prophets. His articles have appeared
in Word and World and Theology Today. He is the author, with
Kelly Fryer, of the No Experience Necessary Bible studies and
was a contributor to the Lutheran Handbook and Christian Handbook. His credits also
include appearances in many video curricula, such as The Lutheran Course. He is the
associate editor of Word and World and is the chair of the Book of Psalms Section of
the Society of Biblical Literature.
David Lose
David Lose joined the Luther Seminary faculty in July of 2000
as Assistant Professor of homiletics. In May 2005, he received
the Marbury E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching. In July 2005
s he was named Academic Dean. Lose is the author of Confessing
Jesus Christ( Eerdmans, 2003), named one of the Top 10 Books
of 2004 by the Academy of Parish Clergy. He is the author of
numerous articles on preaching, biblical interpretation and theology, and is the editor
of New Directions in Preaching( forthcoming from Chalice Press), a collection of
essays from a new generation of homiletical scholars.
David Tiede
David Tiede was named president of Luther Seminary in 1987
after serving in the New Testament faculty for 16 years. He retired
June 2005. He currently serves as the Bernhard M. Christensen
E, w Professor of Religion and Vocation at Ausburg College. His books,
articles, and lectures focus on the leadership the church needs
in a new era of apostolic mission in a world of many cultures
and religions. He has written the textual notes for the Gospel of Luke in the Harper
Collins Study Bible( Cambridge: NRSV, 1993) and for The Gospel of Luke and the Book
of Acts in The Access Bible( Oxford: NRSV, 1999). His most recent of ten books include
Jesus and the Heritage of Israel( ed. with David Moessner, 2000); Jesus and the
Future( 1990); Holy Week: Proclamation 4( 1989); Luke: Augsburg Commentary on the
New Testament( 1988); Search Bible Studies, Units I and ll, Acts( 1983); and Prophecy
and History in Luke-Acts( 1980).
Workshops
James Boyce, Professor of New Testament
Martin Luther called Paul' s letter to the Romans " the most important document in
the New Testament... the gospel in its purest expression... a brilliant light to illumine
the whole Bible." Through Luther' s comments in his " Lectures on Romans" this workshop
explores Luther' s approach to interpreting the scriptures and this letter' s important
themes of law, sin, grace, faith, righteousness, flesh and spirit, this message deeply
shaped Luther and the Reformation, and still has the power to shape our lives as
people of faith today.
Truly Hume- Truly Divine2' Fred Gaiser, Professor of Old Testament, Editor of Word& World
We confess that Jesus, the living Word of God, is both truly human and truly divine.
And what about Scripture, the written word of God? What will it mean for us to embrace
both its full humanity and full divinity? God comes to us in the flesh, we claim, including
the suffering, uncertainties and human limitations that come with that incredible divine
risk. What will this mean for our understanding of scripture?
3 Sarah Henrich, Professor of New Testament
Come see how artists from the earliest years of Christian history up to our own
day " break open" Scripture for us. This workshop will focus on Luke 1: 39- 46, the meeting
of Mary and Elizabeth before the birth of John and Jesus. See how these two women, who
proclaim the Gospel with one another are shown by artists from the early medieval period
into the 21st century. What might we learn about gospelling?
iun4 Diane Jacobson, Director of ELCA Book of Faith Initative, Professor of Old Testament
Come and learn about the ELCA' s new Book of Faith Initiative. Diane Jacobson, director
of the initiative and professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary, will engage in
conversations about the many ways folks are already engaging Scripture in their
congregations. She will also share future plans for the Book of Faith initiative as it unfolds.
1j
5 David Lose, The Marbury E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching
This workshop looks at the familiar task of moving from biblical text to biblical sermon
from the vantage point of connecting the purpose of the biblical passage to the need
of the listening congregation. It imagines that the preacher stands in between what is
happening in the Bible and what is happening in the lives of the congregation in order
to bring these two together in and through the sermon.
6 Kathryn Schifferdecker, Assistant Professor of Old Testament
As more and more people become actively involved in environmental concerns, Christian
preachers and teachers can find rich resources in the Bible for talking about caring for
creation. This workshop will provide an overview of those resources and look at a few of
the pertinent scriptural passages in detail.
Gospel Work 7Mary Hinkle Shore, Associate Dean for First Theological Degree Programs
Lutherans speak of the scriptures addressing law and gospel. How can those who prepare
sermons engage in law and gospel preaching while taking seriously the particularity of
each biblical text? How can hearers of sermons better recognize the words from the preacher
as God' s Word directly addressed to them and relevant for their lives? This workshop will
use sermon excerpts, biblical texts, and the categories of death and resurrection to
explore how The Word works on those who hear and preach it.
Luther Seminary is pleased to have
faculty members in the Bible Division
lead all workshops.
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Hotel Accommodations
Housing is available at hotels near the Luther Seminary campus. Participants must arrange
accommodation plans directly with the hotel they select. The following list does not
reflect recommendations by Luther Seminary. It was compiled for your information only.
Comfort Inn, 2715 Long Lake Road, Roseville 651) 636- 5800
Sheraton Four Points, 1330 Industrial Blvd., Minneapolis 800) 325- 3535
Holiday Inn, 1010 W. Bandana Blvd., St. Paul 651) 647-1637
Fairfield Inn, 3045 Centre Point Drive, Roseville 651) 636-7869
Residence Inn, 2985 Centre Point Drive, Roseville 651) 636- 0680
The Radisson, 2540 Cleveland Ave. N., St. Paul 651) 636-4567
Parking Information
Overflow parking will be at Les Bolstad Golf Course on Larpenteur Avenue. Directions
and a map are available at www.luthersem. edu/ convo. A free shuttle bus service runs
throughout the day between the campus and the parking lot.
Seminary Relations Breakfast
Luther Seminary has been actively working on the development of a new strategic plan
and we now have results to report. Join us for breakfast as President Richard Bliese leads
a discussion on the year of research that led to the development of Luther Seminary' s
new strategic plan. The cost of the breakfast is$ 3. 50.
Centered Life° Breakfast
Come and learn how Centered Life° can help your congregation equip people and live out
their callings in daily life—at work, at home, in your congregation and in the community
on Friday, Jan. 11, 7: 30 a. m. The cost of the breakfast is$ 3. 50. Reservations can be made
on your registration form.
Faithfulness in Ministry Cross Awards
Each year, the Faithfulness in Ministry Cross Awards recognizes faithful servants of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This year' s honorees will be recognized before the Seminary
President' s Forum on Thursday, Jan. 10.
The honorees were nominated by their peers to recognize their faithfulness at various
stages in ministry- 10 years, 25 years or more. Read about the honorees online at
www. futhersem.edu/ convo.
Wednesday Buffet Dinner
Don' t miss a chance to gather with old and new friends over a delicious dinner buffet
on Wednesday, Jan. 9 ( Olson Campus Center Dining Room). Advance tickets are required
and the cost is$ 12 per person. Vegetarian meal choices will be available. Space is limited,
so register in advance on your registration form.
Wednesday tertain e t Featuring Tina and Lena
Tina and Lena," two of the funniest, zaniest ladies you' ll ever meet, are in the full- time
business of making people laugh out loud. Their engaging variety show is a rich blend of
clever to cornball comedy, musical harmony and spirited antics... a celebration of the
audience that goes full blast in high gear from start to finish. Born in 1984," Tina and
Lena' s" fame has spread widely across the U. S. A. These lively ladies are perennial favorites
at corporate outings, state and national conventions, fairs, festivals and performing arts
theaters. Come join the fun with " Tina and Lena."
Caution: The hilarity of" Tina and Lena" may cause you to snort or shed tears of laughter.
Fees & Payment Information
m
Registration includes lunch on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Full Registration
Fees for registration received on or before Dec. 1:
150 per person
125 per person for retired participants
100 per person for three or more members of a congregation
FREE for Luther Seminary 2007 graduates, current students, faculty,
emeriti and staff
Fees for registration received after Dec. 1:
200 per person
175 per person for retired participants
150 per person for three or more members of a congregation
FREE for Luther Seminary 2007 graduates, current students, faculty,
emeriti and staff
Partial Registration
Wednesday, $100 per person
Thursday,$ 100 per person
Friday, $50 per person
Breakfast and Dinner Reservations
F-1Reserve ticket( s) for the Seminary Relations Breakfast,$ 3. 50 each.
Reserve ticket( s) for the CenteredLife° breakfast,$ 3. 50 each.
Reserve ticket( s) for the Wednesday Dinner Buffet, $ 12 each.
Option: I/ we want vegetarian meals.)
Convocation CDs
Convocation recordings may be ordered in advance and at the end of the event. I
I want set( s) of CDs of the keynote presentations, $30 per set. 
I
Total Fees Enclosed
Payment Method
Check Enclosed ( payable to Luther Seminary)    j
Credit Card ( provide account number below)
Visa Mastercard
Exp. Date Signature
See www.luthersem.edu/ convo for refund policy.
